
Dear Parent/guardian,  
 

Math facts are the foundation on which higher math is built. Fluency in math facts is a 
basic skill that needs to be developed in every child. Math facts fluency refers to the ability to 
recall the basic facts in all four operations accurately, quickly and effortlessly. When a child 
masters these facts so that he or she can retrieve them automatically, with no effort, this frees 
up the working memory to focus on problem solving and learning new skills. Students who are 
not fluent in the basic facts often get confused about new processes because they are spending 
too much time trying to do basic calculations. We are about to embark upon the skills of multi 
digit multiplication and long division where knowledge of the facts are critical to their success. 
Math anxiety often comes into play when a student does not have mastery over these basic 
facts.  

Mastery of math facts equals automaticity. Automaticity is the ability to answer in less 
than one second, without having to think about the answer. They should be able to retrieve the 
math fact answer as quickly as they can retrieve the answer to the question, “What’s your 
name?”.  

In order to help our students achieve or maintain their mastery of the math facts for the 
4th grade, we are giving each student note cards that should be made into math flashcards. 
Please take the time to complete the cards using the multiplication math facts (0-12). Having 
students write the problems themselves will allow for better recall and mastery. 
 
Please help your child practice using this method for each practice session:  
 
Shuffle the cards so that the cards are out of order.  
During the session, your child should recite the entire math fact and the answer; e.g. Five times 
four equals twenty.  
 

● The method allows the child to memorize a verbal chain, always linking the answer and 
the problem. As your child recites the facts, sort the cards into two groups: a mastered 
group and an unmastered group. The second time through, use only the unmastered 
group.  

 
Please use these cards daily. Practice sessions should be no more than 5 minutes long. 
Continue the practices even when your child is automatic with all the facts. Once this 
automaticity is achieved, you can do the sessions once or twice a week just to maintain 
mastery.  Thank you for all your hard work in working towards the success of your student! 
 
 

Ms. Thurman 
Ms. Thurman 
4th Grade Math Teacher 
 


